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What is it?

• Hundreds of people swim around 
Brighton jetty dressed as Marilyn 
Monroe

• Part of the Brighton Jetty Classic
• Held annually in February
• Cancer Council SA’s largest 

community fundraising event



Why Marilyn?

• Sarah began hosting Australia’s 
Biggest Morning Tea’s in 2007 after 
her Mother passed away from 
uterine cancer

• Crazy idea one night at Brighton Surf 
Club—the making of the Marilyn 
Jetty Swim



Why Marilyn?



Year one—2014

• New community fundraiser
• Online fundraising pages
• CCSA presence on day
• 50 Marilyn’s
• $26,538.65 raised



Year two—2015

• Online fundraising pages
• Media & PR
• CCSA presence on day
• 92 Marilyn’s
• $36,494.88 

raised



Year three—2016

• Online fundraising pages
• Prospect Touriffic Tour
• Media & PR
• 105 Marilyn’s
• $54,441.22 raised



Year four—2017

• Australia Day Awards—
Community Event of the Year

• Registration & online fundraising 
pages

• PR & media
• 141 Marilyn’s
• $97,650.70 

raised



Year five—2018

• Dedicated Project Lead at CCSA
• Engagement eDMs—banking 

incentives, event info, 
thank you’s

• CCSA event coordination
• 100 Marilyn’s
• $74,694.35 raised



Year six—2019

• Engagement eDMS
• Guinness World 

Record attempt #1
• Photographer & 

videographer
• Take us to $100k 

event
• $100,026.98 raised



Year seven—2020

• Welcome pack—wigs & sunglasses
• Engagement eDMs & SMS
• Branded marquee, banners
• Guinness World Record 

attempt #2—success!
• 219 Marilyn’s & 35 Record 

Breaking Marilyn’s
• $101,536.02 raised

Total $500k raised in 7 years



Year eight—2021

• New website (Funraisin)
• Paid & organic media
• Engagement eDMs & SMS
• Facebook group
• Online shop—swimsuits & 

swim rings
• Participant bags
• 307 Marilyn’s

$169,424.28 raised



Year nine—2022

• Team fundraising
• Engagement eDMs & SMS
• Paid & organic media
• COVID—stricter restrictions 
• Videos (COVID, water safety, 

Thank you)
• Participant bags (masks!)
• 305 Marilyn’s

$161,023.25 raised

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sUOlIHj0Kw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0UyicFnN8s


Key learnings



Foster community fundraisers



Bring it back to the cause

• Cause-related engagement 
comms

• Share participant stories
• CCSA presence on swim day



Create a sisterhood

• Engage—comms, socials etc.
• Facebook group
• Events—launch, cause-related, 

Soiree, Thank you’s
• Acknowledge fundraisers
• “I’m a Marilyn”—badge of honour



Be one with Marilyn

• Participate yourself! (if you can)
• Rally staff & volunteers to join
• Embrace the experience!!



2014 vs 2022

• 2014—50 Marilyn’s, $26,538.65 raised
• 2022—305 Marilyn’s, $161,032.25 raised
• Participant numbers & income increase by 

500 % 
• Support from Brighton Jetty Classic
• No longer a community fundraiser, 

growing to be a CCSA peer to peer fundraiser
• Sarah is still the face of the event



What next, darling?

• 10th anniversary in 2023
• Target of $185,000 
• Aiming for $1 million 

milestone
• Most amount of Marilyn’s 

ever!



Thank you

themarilyns.org


